ORIGIN OF MAHURRUM                    11
Shawm, as his fears suggested, with an army of ^ime magnitude, he ordered out an immense force to meet way, setting a price on. his head, and proclaiming of honours and rewards, of the most tempting nature, to the fortunate man who should succeed in the arduous enterprise.
The first detachment of the Shawmies (as they are designated in the manuscript of Arabia), under a resolute chief named Hurrh,1 fell in with Hosein's camp, one day's march beyond the far-famed ground, amongst Mussulmauns, of Kraabaallah, or Hurth Maaree,2 as it was originally called.
Hurrh's heart was subdued when he entered the tent of the peaceable Hosein, in whose person he discovered the exact resemblance of the Prophet; and perceiving that his small camp indicated a quiet family party journeying on their way, instead of the formidable force Yuzeed's fears had anticipated, this chief was surprised and confounded, confessed his shame to Hosein that he had been induced to accept the command of the force despatched against the children of the Prophet, and urged, in mitigation of his offences, that he had long been in Yuzeed's service, whose commission he still bore ; but his heart now yearning to aid, rather than persecute the Prophet's family, he resolved on giving them an opportunity to escape the threatened vengeance of their bitterest enemy. With this view, he advised Hosein to fall with his party into the rear of his force, until the main body of the Shawmies had passed by ; and as they were then on the margin of a forest, there to separate and secrete themselves till the road was again clear, and afterwards to take a .different route from the proposed one to Shawm.
Hosein felt, as may be supposed, grateful to his preserver ; and, following his directions, succeeded in reaching the confines of Kraabaallah unmolested.
The ancient writings of Arabia say, Mahumud had predicted
1  al-Hurr.
2  TMs term is obscure.   Jaffur Shurreef (Qanoon-e,-Islam, 107) says the plain of the martyrdom was called' Mareea'.   For' Hurth ' Prof. E. G. Browne suggests kirth, c a ploughed field % or ard, ' land '.   Sir C. Lyall suggests Al-hlrah, tho old Arabian capital which stood near the site of the later Kuiah.